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THE  AREA 

Saline  County  Conservation  Area,  5  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Equality  in  southeastern  Illinois,  was  the 
site  of  springs  and  wells  that  furnished  brine 
for  one  of  the  two  salt  works  in  the  area.  Today, 
although  the  springs  and  wells  are  still  visible, 
they  are  of  no  economic  value  and  the  conserva¬ 
tion  area  is  primarily  a  recreational  site.  The 
initial  acquisition  of  40  acres  of  land  was  made 
in  1959  by  the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  total 
acreage  is  now  1,208  acres,  including  a  105-acre 
water  area. 


THE  LAKE 

Glen  0.  Jones  Lake,  with  a  maximum  depth  of 
33  feet  and  a  shoreline  of  2.7  miles,  is  the  focal 
point  of  the  area.  The  lake  was  named  after  a 
prominent  Saline  County  citizen,  Glen  0.  Jones, 
who  served  as  a  State  Senator  in  the  Illinois 
General  Assembly  from  the  51st  district.  He  was 
also  twice  elected  state's  attorney  of  Saline 
County  and  was  a  member  of  various  social  and 
fraternal  organizations. 


HISTORY 

Salt  is  the  theme  of  the  early  history  In  the  area 
around  Equality  in  Gallatin  County.  One  of  sev¬ 
eral  counties  which  were  originally  part  of  Galla¬ 
tin,  Saline  County  takes  its  name  from  the  salt 
works. 

The  Indians  made  salt  here  long  before  the  first 
settlers  appeared.  In  1803  the  Indians  ceded  their 
"Great  Salt  Springs"  to  the  United  States  by 
treaty.  Congress  refused  to  sell  the  salt  lands 
in  the  public  domain  but  it  did  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lease  them  to  in¬ 
dividuals  for  a  royalty.  The  leases  required  the 
holder  to  produce  a  certain  quantity  of  salt  each 
year  or  pay  a  penalty. 

Although  the  northwest  ordinance  prohibited 
slavery  in  this  area,  special  territorial  laws  and 
constitutional  provisions  permitted  exceptions  at 
these  salines.  The  lessees  brought  in  slaves  or 
indentured  servants  and  used  them  extensively 
in  manufacturing  salt.  The  census  of  1820  for 
Gallatin  County  listed  239  slaves  or  servants. 


In  1818,  as  part  of  the  process  of  making  a  new 
state,  congress  gave  the  salines  to  Illinois  but 
forbade  the  sale  of  the  land.  The  state  continued 
to  lease  the  springs  and  used  the  revenue  to 
finance  part  of  its  operating  expenses.  Eventually 
congress  allowed  the  outright  sale  of  the  land. 
The  commercial  production  of  salt  made  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  extracting  it  from  the  brine  prohibitive. 


THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

Saline  County  Conservation  Area  is  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  bottomland  bordering  the  Saline  River, 
and  hilly  land  bordering  the  Shawnee  National 
Forest.  The  rugged  rocky  hills  are  heavily  tim¬ 
bered  with  springs  and  rocky  creeks.  Several 
open  fields  bordering  the  river  are  surrounded 
by  brushy  areas  providing  cover  for  quail  and 
rabbits.  Waterfowl  also  use  the  bottomland  areas 
when  the  streams  overflow  and  water  is  available. 
Several  wood  ducks  nest  on  the  river,  slough  and 
the  lake. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Large  picnic  areas  with  tables,  drink¬ 
ing  water  and  fireplaces  are  scattered  around  the 
lake.  A  concession  stand  provides  a  variety  of 
sundries  and  fishing  bait. 


Camping  There  is  a  large  area  for  both  tents  and 
trailers.  A  trailer  disposal  and  electricity  are  not 
available.  Campers  must  obtain  a  camping  permit 
from  the  site  personnel  when  they  arrive  at  the 
area. 


Fishing  and  Boating  The  lake  contains  a  variety 
of  fish,  including  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  red¬ 
ear,  crappie  and  channel  catfish.  There  are  two 
launching  ramps  and  two  docks.  Boat  rentals  are 
available  and  the  motor  limit  is  10  hp. 


Trails:  Three  hiking  trails  are  designated — Lake, 
Ridge  and  Bottom.  Their  total  length  is  6  miles. 


Horses:  The  site  has  several  miles  of  horse  trails 
which  connect  to  trails  in  the  Shawnee  National 
Forest.  A  separate  campground  for  riders  and 
their  horses  is  available. 


Winter  Sports:  Ice  fishing  and  sledding  are  per¬ 
mitted  when  the  weather  conditions  are  favor¬ 
able. 

Hunting  Regulations 

1.  Hunting  is  restricted  to  those  portions  of  the 
areas  posted  as  open  to  hunting. 

2.  Check  Station  is  present  on  the  area  (see 
map),  and  alt  hunters,  except  squirrel  hunters, 
shall  check  in  and  secure  a  back  patch  to  be 
displayed  at  all  times  while  hunting  on  the  area. 

3.  All  hunters,  including  squirrel  hunters,  are  to 
check  out  and  report  their  day's  take. 

4.  All  hunting  to  be  with  shotgun  or  bow  and 
arrow  only. 


Check  with  the  ranger  for  game  species  and 
hunting  times  and  dates.  There  is  a  total  of  900 
huntable  acres. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  parks  and  memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Ranger, 
R.R.  1,  Equality,  62934,  phone  618/276-4405. 
For  information  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  the 
Department  of  Conservation,  Information/Edu¬ 
cation  Section,  State  Office  Building,  Springfield, 
62706. 
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